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Global Citizenship from an Islamic Educational Perspective

Abstract: This article aims to demonstrate the Islamic educational outlook of global citizen-
ship through explaining its concept, rules, needs, values and behavioral principles. This is
done by extrapolating the texts of Qur'an and Sunnah; studying the educational scientists’
opinions; and the global experiences in this field. This article’s findings show that there is a
need to strengthen the values and behaviors of global citizenship in the Islamic education
curriculum of, while, at the same time, adhering to the contractual, legal and ethical rules. The
findings show that, in general terms, the principles of global citizenship, are in line with the
texts of Qur'an and Sunnah and the views of the educational scholars. Based on these princi-
ples, this article suggests topics to be included in the outputs of the Islamic education courses.
From an Islamic perspective, the practical areas of global citizenship education begin with the
philosophy of education and its general objectives and, then, they outline the curricula. These
goals turn into knowledge, practices and trends that learners acquire through textbooks,
events and activities in the school environment.

Summary: The term "Global Citizenship" is one of the new terms that has emerged to empha-
size common elements of the universal human identity and, in particular, the rights and duties
of migrant and asylum communities. Due to a range of changes, which have contributed to the
increased communication of individuals and communities and increased problems relating to
multicultural societies and, more especially, in the migrant and asylum communities, trends
have emerged to apply the values and behaviors of global citizenship. These trends focus on
the individuals’ values and behaviors and promote cooperation, empathy, mutual respect and
global knowledge. Many global education institutions are involved in incorporating global cit-
izenship into their curricula. Islamic religious education is one of the basic lessons that are
supposed to address the issues of global citizenship. Hence, there is an urgent need to consol-
idate global citizenship, through the statement of its concept, characteristics, standards and
principles from the perspective of Islamic education, and to show their cognitive and behav-
ioral applications to areas within the curricula. Therefore, this paper aims to identify a gen-
eral and comprehensive perception of education on global citizenship from an Islamic educa-
tional perspective. This is done by clarifying its basic principles in the Qur'an and Sunnah and,
from the point of view of Muslim scholars, by clarifying their applied areas in the educational
philosophies and outlining the educational outputs from the curricula.

Islamic education promotes values and behaviors of respect and acceptance of religious dif-
ferences. However, this does not mean the acceptance of all aspects of religions and other
legislation. This shows, on the other hand, the religious privacy of the learner and, on the
other hand, that educational institutions of other faiths are not required to learn Islamic doc-
trine and legislation if they do not wish to do so. Thus, there is no contradiction between em-
phasizing the specificity of the learner's contractual and legislative aspect and his/her view
of other religions and their followers by respecting them and accepting their existence. This
article deals with ethnic and sectarian differences between Muslims so that education policy
makers in the Muslim world can build educational goals and design curricula with standards
that ensure international knowledge and interest while respecting the specificities, values of
respect, cooperation and coexistence. There is, also, a need to educate people about global
citizenship in the Islamic world and, more especially, since they all face many cultural and
developmental challenges. The most important are the challenges of originality versus West-
ernization, justice versus tyranny, development in the face of underdevelopment and cooper-
ation in the face of conflict.

There are a number of books and articles dealing with global citizenship. While these differ
in their analysis of the issues of global citizenship, they are in general agreement about the
basic subjects. These studies’ findings conclude that the main subjects of global citizenship
are: namely, world peace; global cooperation; moral responsibility; human rights issues; mul-
ticulturalism; conservation of the environment; and universality of thought and knowledge.
Islamic religious texts emphasize the above mentioned principles of global citizenship and
where Islamic culture has a distinctive and proactive role. These principles can be included
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in Islamic education curricula in the form of its outputs. The Islamic legislative, religious and
moral systems contain important directives for individuals and groups so that they establish
positive relationships with each other in the local, national and global environments. These
guidelines are supposed to form part of the culture of Muslims who profess Islamic beliefs.
However, of course, both at the internal and external levels, the forms of application of this
culture differ from one society to another. These differences are due to the way, in which
these understandings are interpreted, and to the nature of the national, ideological or national
tendencies adopted by these societies. In any case, both within Islamic countries and in coun-
tries of migration and alienation, Islamic culture continue generally to be an essential deter-
minant of the social behavior of Islamic societies.

Education is the best way to impart global values and behaviors. The topics, presented by the
Islamic education courses, are fundamental topics and are in addition to the subjects offered
by the lessons of national education, moral education and other similar lessons. With the
emerging era of globalization and the convergence of individuals and groups through either
direct or electronic communication, it is necessary to identify the values and behavioral
frameworks that determine the nature of the relationships of Islamic societies at both the
internal and external levels. Hence, the cultural environment, in which the individual lives, is
no longer confined to the geographical area. Global cultural institutions are turning to global
citizenship instead of traditional citizenship.

The most important characteristic of the Islamic view of global citizenship is its emphasis on
both the participatory and the integrative aspects. The characteristic of communism relates
to the orientation of Islamic culture to others at both individual and collective levels through
addressing the common human elements in the global, cognitive and moral fields. The com-
plementary feature emphasizes the need to link the participatory aspects to the learner’s
specificity of the contractual, legislative and ethical aspects so that the balanced identity is
achieved through belonging in a harmonious manner to the global citizenship and Islamic
culture.

The areas of application for education on global citizenship in educational institutions begin
with the education philosophy and its general objectives. This is followed by the outlines of
the curricula before turning to the acquired knowledge, practices and trends through text-
books, events and activities in the school environment and the external community.

Finally, this article recommends that educational policy makers, supervisors and teachers in-
clude the principles of global citizenship in Islamic education curricula and transform them
into applied behaviors. This article recommends, also, that further studies be conducted to
analyze the content of textbooks in order to determine the extent to which they guarantee the
principles of global citizenship from an Islamic educational perspective.

Keywords: Islamic Education, Global Citizenship, Multiculturalism, Global Peace, Humanitar-
ian Cooperation.

islam Egitimi Agisindan Kiiresel Vatandashga Bakis

0z: Bu ¢alisma, Islam Egitimi perspektifinden kiiresel vatandaslik kavramyla ilgili ilkeler ve
uygulama alanlarini agikliga kavusturmay: hedeflemektedir. Ayrica Kur’an ayetleri ve hadis-
lerde kiiresel vatandashga yonelik degerleri destekleyen normlari ve 6grenim ¢iktilarini be-
lirlemeyi amag¢lamaktadir. Burada kiiresel vatandaslik kavrami, bilissel, duygusal ve davra-
nissal hedef alanlari ¢ergevesinde din egitimi derslerindeki 6rnek uygulama ve uygun konu-
larla birlikte ele alinmigtir. Kur’an ayetleri ve hadisler dogrultusundaki islam inang ve ahlak
ilkeleri, insanlarin gerek kendi toplumlari icinde ve gerekse diger toplumlar ile olumlu iliski-
ler kurmasini tesvik etmektedir. Bu tesvikler hem yerel hem de evrensel dzellikler tasimak-
tadir. Bu yonde karsilagilan érnek olaylar ayni zamanda islam inancinin ve ahlak degerlerinin
evrenselligini yasanmis olaylarla da ortiisecek bicimde yansitmaktadir. Bu ilkeler ayni za-
manda Islam'in inang, ahlak ve hukukla ilgili 6zel konularinin bir biitiinliik cercevesinde ele
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alinmasini saglamaktadir. Kiiresel vatandashk konulari éncelikle egitim felsefesinin genel ve
6zel amaglar1 dogrultusunda miifredat cercevesinde hedef kitleye evrensel bir deger olarak
kazandirilmaldir. Bu konu okullarda egitsel ve kiiltiirel faaliyetler ile de desteklenmelidir.

(Ozet: Kiiresel vatandaslik kavramu biitiin diinyada giderek yayginlik kazanan énemli kavram-
lar arasinda yer almaktadir. insanlarin ortak kimliginin yani sira ézellikle gogmen ve miilteci
haklar1 konusu egitim alaninda 6n plana ¢ikmaktadir. Son yillarda ise uluslararasi sorunlarin
cogalmasiyla birlikte bu konu giincelligini arttirarak dnemini stirdiirmektedir. Giiniimiiz top-
lumlarinda karsilikli hosgoriiniin korunmasi i¢in yapilan cesitli boyutlardaki farkli ¢alisma-
lara ek olarak bu konunun 6rgiin egitim miifredatlarina dahil edilmesi de giindemdedir.

Din egitimi, kiiresel vatandaslik konularini kapsayan baslica dersler arasinda yer almaktadir.
Bu nedenle kiiresel vatandaslik kavraminin din egitimi agisindan temellendirilmesinin yani
sira din egitimi miifredatinda bilissel ve davranigsal egitim metotlarini vurgulamak zorunlu
hale gelmistir. Dolayisiyla bu ¢alisma, Islami egitim perspektifinden kiiresel yasama déniik
egitimin genel bir tasarimini olusturmay1 hedeflemektedir. Ayrica dini kaynaklarda kiiresel
vatandasliga yonelik degerleri destekleyen normlari ve 6grenim ¢iktilarini belirlemeyi amag-
lamaktadir.

islam egitimi, dini farkliliklara saygi duymay: desteklemektedir. Ancak bu, diger dinlerin
inanglarinin onaylandigi anlamina gelmemektedir. Burada, inang 6zgiirliigii kapsamina baska
dinlerin 6grenilmesi girmemektedir. Bu nedenle, kisinin inancina vurgu ve diger dinler hak-
kinda takinilan tutum ile farkli din mensuplarina saygi arasinda herhangi bir geliski bulun-
mamaktadir. Bu durum, Miisliimanlar arasindaki mezhep farkliliklarina yonelik takinilacak
tutumun nasil olmasi gerektigini de gozler 6niine sermektedir. islim diinyasinda egitim poli-
tikalar1 cercevesinde, uluslararasi bilgiye erisimi saglayan ve ayn1 zamanda 6zel hayatin ko-
runmasini, Kiiltirel isbirligini ve birlikte yasama degerlerini gozeten standartlarda bir miif-
redat hazirlanabilir. Ozellikle islAm diinyasin, kiiresellesmeyle birlikte cesitli kiiltiirel sorun-
larla karsilastigindan dolay1 kiiresel vatandaslik konusunda bilgilendirilmeye ihtiya¢ duyul-
maktadir. Bu ¢ercevede, yabancilasmaya karsi 6ze doniis, az gelismislik karsisinda kalkinma
ve adalet ile catismalar karsisinda isbirligi bu yondeki faaliyetlerin dogal sonuglari olarak
okunmalidir.

Kiiresel vatandaslik kavrami gesitli arastirmalarda ¢ok yonlii bir bigimde ele alinip incelenmis
bir konudur. Biitiin bu arastirmalardaki temel konular séyle siralanabilir: Diinya barisi, top-
lumlar arasi isbirligi ve dayanisma, bireylerin ahlaki sorumluluklari, insan haklari ve hak ih-
lalleri, ¢ok kiiltiirliiliik, cevre sorunlari, evrensel diisiince ve bilginin dolasimi. Bu makalede
yukarida ad1 gecen kavram ve konular Islam kaynaklari agisindan degerlendirilip egitim miif-
redatlarina iliskin éneriler sunulacaktir. Islam, kiiresel vatandasligin ilkelerini, baris, isbirligi,
ahlaki sorumluluk, insan haklari, kiiltiirel ¢ogulculuk, cevreyi koruma, diisiince ve bilginin ev-
renselligi konularini desteklemektedir. Tarihte Islam medeniyetinin farkli cografyalarda sun-
mus bulundugu zengin tecriibe bu ilkelere doniik 6nemli bir ilham kaynagi olarak géz 6niinde
bulundurulmalidir. Bu ilkeler, egitim miifredatlarina dahil edilip ¢ok zengin 6grenim ¢iktilar
kazandirilabilir.

Kur’an ayetleri ve hadisler dogrultusundaki Islim inang ve ahlak ilkeleri, insanlarin gerek
kendi toplumlari i¢cinde ve gerekse diger toplumlar ile olumlu iliskiler kurmasini tesvik et-
mektedir. Bu tesvikler hem yerel hem de evrensel 6zellikler tasimaktadir. Bu yonde karsila-
silan érnek olaylar ayn1 zamanda Islam inancinin ve ahlak degerlerinin evrenselligini yasan-
mis olaylarla da ortlisecek bicimde ¢ok iyi yansitmaktadir.

Toplumlar arasindaki bu evrensel degerlerin uygulamasinda yerel farkliliklar bulunmaktadir.
Bu farkliliklar etnik, ideolojik ve siyasi sebeplerden kaynaklanabilmektedir. Buna ragmen
islami degerler Miisliiman toplumlarin ortak noktalari belirlemeye devam etmektedir. Baska
iilkelere cesitli sebeplerle go¢ etmis Miisliimanlarda da ayni1 durum gegerliligini korumakta-
dir. Egitim, ulusal ve evrensel degerleri kazandirmada en etkili ara¢ olma 6zelligini tasimak-
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tadir. Bu konuyla ilgili degerleri kazandirmada islam egitimi derslerinin énemi ortaya cik-
maktadir. Ayni zamanda vatandaslik bilgisi, din kiltiirii ve ahlak bilgisi derslerinin miifredati
da bu konuya katki saglamaktadir.

Kiiresellesme ve bilgi toplumu ¢aginin sartlari geregi, Miisliiman toplumlar diger toplumlarla
olan iliskilerinin sinirlarini belirlemeleri gerekmektedir. Yerellikten evrensellige geciste kar-
silasilan uyum zorluklari buna 6érnek olarak gosterilebilir. Cografi sinirlarin etkisinin giderek
azalmasiyla birlikte artik vatandaglik kavrami kiiresel hale gelmis bulunmaktadir.

islamin kiiresel vatandaghga bakis iki temel esasa dayanmaktadir. Bunlardan birincisi ortak-
lik ilkesi olup o da Islam kiiltiiriiniin diger kiiltiirlerle iliskilerini gelistirmeye tesvik etmekte-
dir. ikinci ise ¢cok yonliiliik tagiyan biitiinsellik ilkesidir. Bu ilke benzerlikler ve farkhiliklar ara-
sinda bir denge kurulmasina hizmet etmektedir. Bu ilkeler ayn1 zamanda islamin inang, ahlak
ve hukukla ilgili 6zel konularinin bir biitiinliik cercevesinde ele alinmasini saglamaktadir. Kii-
resel vatandasligin getirdiklerinin yerel degerleri olumsuz yonde etkilememesi icin gerekli
énlemler alinmalidir. Bunun igin egitim politikalari agisindan bu konularin islam egitimi ders-
leri miifredati icinde yer almasi 6n goriilmektedir. Bu miifredat toplum i¢indeki farkhliklar:
bir zenginlik olarak goriip kusaklari ayni potada eritmeyi saglamalidir. Ayn1 zamanda top-
lumlar arasindaki iliskileri olumlu yonde gelistirmelidir.

Kiiresel vatandaslik konular1 6ncelikle egitim felsefesinin genel ve 6zel amaglar1 dogrultu-
sunda miifredat cercevesinde hedef kitleye evrensel bir deger olarak kazandirilmalidir. Bu
konu ayn1 zamanda egitsel ve kiiltiirel faaliyetleri ile de desteklenmelidir. Bu konuda basar1
saglanabilmesi i¢in egitim planlayicilar1 ve uygulayicilari ortak hareket etmelidirler.

Bu makalede kiiresel vatandagslik kavramy, bilissel, duygusal ve davranissal hedef alanlari
cercevesinde Islam egitimi derslerinde uygulamasi bulunan érnek uygulama ve uygun konu-
larla birlikte ele alinmistir. Sonug olarak kiiresel vatandaslik degerlerine katkisi beklenen
derslerin icerik analizlerinin gézden gecirilmesi ve 6grenim ¢iktilarinin etkin bigimde izlen-
mesi dnerilmektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: islam Egitimi, Kiiresel Vatandaslik, Cok Kiiltiirliiliik, Diinya Barisi, Top-
lumlar Arasi Isbirligi.
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