FROM THE EDITOR

The Isnad Citation Style

The ISNAD is a Turkey-based academic writing and referencing style developed to be
used in studies done in the fields of Humanities and Social Sciences. “Citation” is one of the
essentiality of the scientific nature of knowledge as well as a requirement of respect for intel-
lectual property and copyrights. It is a crime of publication ethics when the original source of
the text is not cited (plagiarism). Therefore, the sources of a scientific study must be cited cor-
rectly and completely with its bibliographic components so that other researchers can easily
access to them.

The ISNAD citation style, as a Turkey-based citation style, has been developed to meet
the reference requirements in the fields of Humanities and Social Sciences such as Anthropol-
ogy, Archeology and Art History, Geography, Language and Literature, Education, Philosophy,
Folklore, Law, Economics and Administrative Sciences, Theology, Psychology, Arts, Social
Work, Sociology and History.

The ISNAD citation style contains all the rules necessary to know and apply in academic
writings such as how to determine the title of an academic work, what information should be
included in its abstract, how to select the keywords, how the outlining format should be, how
to create the tables and figures, how to write the names of authors and the titles of studies
carried out in Arabic, Persian or English, how to indicate dates and centuries, what should be
considered in the context of publication ethics, how to quote directly or indirectly from the
source work, how to cite the references in the text or footnotes and how to create the bibliog-
raphy.

The word “isnad” (pl. asanid) is derived from the root “sanad (pl. asnad)” in Arabic,
meaning “to rely on, to lean, to put one’s trust in” in dictionary. Therefore, it means “to
ground, to base upon, to take the word back to its owner, to indicate the way through which a
word or a narration has been arrived, or to take it back to its origin.” It is used to question and
indicate the source of a word as in the example of “what is the origin of your word?” In this
sense, the word “ISNAD” was chosen as a name for the citation style by the majority (70.4%) of
editors who work for the journals publishing in the field of Theology in Turkey.

The ISNAD citation style was developed first as “Theology Citation Style” between 2017-
2018 and its first version was published on 12/03/2018 in printed form and online and was put
into service free of cost. This style, upon gaining interest in the journals belong to the field of
Theology and also upon being demanded in other fields in Turkey and Turkic Republics, was
put into service, updated to be used in all of social sciences in September 2018 as the second
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version of the ISNAD. From now on, the ISNAD can be used in all the fields Humanities and Social
Sciences.

The ISNAD citation style has been created by Dr. Abdullah Demir, as a part of RGD-015
numbered Project called “The National Theology Citation Index Project” which is supported
by the administration of Sivas Cumhuriyet University within the scope of Sivas Cumhuriyet
University Religious Sciences Implementation and Research Center (DIMER). This citation style
has been developed by considering the views, suggestions and evaluations of the editors and
of academicians who are specialists in the academic publications and peer-reviewed journals.
Among the popular citation styles, APA has been upgraded by American Psychology Associa-
tion, and Chicago by the Modern Languages Association and both have been launched for mar-
keting.

The ISNAD is a style that was developed within Turkey and was launched in 12/03/2018.
It is a style that has been, within a short period of time, adopted by peer-reviewed academic
journals and book publications as well as by the faculty deans (in writing graduation thesis)
and the Administration of the Institutes of Social Sciences (in writing Master and PhD theses).
It is also a style that has been integrated as one of the forms of citation in indexes and journal
platforms such as TUBITAK (The Scientific And Technological Research Council of Turkey) TR Index
and TUBITAK DergiPark (JournalPark Platform). In this citation style, the templates are created in
the similar fashion as those of the library and citation management programs like Zotero, Men-
deley and EndNote, which have been used worldwide. It is the only style which have been pro-
vided free of charge for the first time and is the only local and national citation style in Turkey.
Therefore, from this point of view, it is very important. If Turkish is targeted to become a sci-
entific language, development of a scientific citation style is mandatory to achieve this target.
The ISNAD citation style, that has been developed in Turkish language and is free to be used, is
more convenient and easier to be learnt and used by the middle school and university students,
as compared to the other citation styles, that are English in origin and are unaffordable. The
scientists in Turkish speaking countries will help strengthen Turkish as a scientific language
by preparing their scientific researches like symposium papers, articles and books according
to the ISNAD citation style.

By the ISNAD citation style, it is targeted to use a common citation style in Turkey and
Turkic Republics in the publications prepared in the fields of Humanities and Social Sciences
such as; Anthropology, Archeology, Geography, Language and Literature, Philosophy, ethnol-
ogy, Law, Economic and Administrative Sciences, Theology, Music, Psychology, Art History,
Social Services, Sociology and History. The use of the ISNAD citation style will help detect the
citations and the degree of influence by standardizing the citation style in the fields of Human-
ities and Social Sciences in Turkish speaking countries and will make the scientific communi-
cation easier in Turkish speaking World.
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The ISNAD citation style has been initiated for students, academicians, writers who re-
search and write in the Humanities and Social Sciences and for those institutions and organi-
zations publishing in the same field. Many journals who publish in the field of Social Sciences
have started using the ISNAD citation style. The number of universities who prefer using the IS-
NAD citation style in BA graduation thesis, MA and PhD thesis is increasing. Furthermore, insti-
tutions and organizations organizing national and international symposiums and conferences
have started asking their participants to prepare their papers according to the ISNAD citation
style. This style, that has been initiated free of cost, having user-friendly interface and citation
software add-ons, is gaining acceptance and being adopted rapidly. Students, writers, re-
searchers and academicians can carry out their “reference and citation” processes easily, fast
and free of mistake with the help of the ISNAD’s citation management software add-ons like
EndNote, Zotero and Mendeley. The use of the ISNAD citation style continues to increase in Tur-
key and Turkic Republics.

www.isnadsistemi.org/en

Abdullah Demir

Editor
abdillahdemir@hotmail.com
orcid.org/0000-0001-7825-6573
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EDITORDEN

ISNAD Atof Sistemi

ISNAD, sosyal ve beseri bilimler alaninda hazirlanan calismalarda kullanilmak tizere
Tiirkiye merkezli olarak gelistirilen akademik yazim ve kaynak gosterme sistemidir. “Kaynak
gosterme”, bilginin bilimselliginin bir geregi oldugu kadar fikr miilkiyet ve telif haklarina say-
ginin da bir geregidir. istifade edilen bir kaynagin arastirmada belirtilmemesi yayin etigi sucu-
dur (intihal / plagiarism). Bu sebeple ortaya konulan bilimsel bir calismanin kaynaklari, baska
arastirmacilar tarafindan tekrar ulagilabilir ve kontrol edilebilir olacak sekilde bibliyografik
bilesenleri ile dogru ve eksiksiz olarak yazilmak durumundadir.

Yaygin sekilde kullanilan kaynak gosterme bigimleri sunlardir.

AAA Antropoloji

MLA Dil ve Edebiyat

Chicago Beseri Bilimler

APA Psikoloji

ASA Sosyoloji

NLM, AMA Tip

AIP Fizik

{SNAD Sosyal ve Beseri Bilimler

Belirtilen bu stiller, ilgili disiplinlere 6zgii gereksinimler sebebi ile ortaya ¢ikmistir. IS-
NAD atif sistemi ise Tiirkiye merkezli olarak Antropoloji, Arkeoloji ve Sanat Tarihi, Cografya,
Dil ve Edebiyat, Egitim, Felsefe, Halkbilimi, Hukuk, iktisadi ve idari Bilimler, ilahiyat, Psikoloji,
Sanat, Sosyal Hizmetler, Sosyoloji ve Tarih gibi sosyal ve beseri bilimler alaninda gériilen atif
ve kaynak gosterme gereksinimlerinin giderilmesi amaciyla gelistirilmistir.

ISNAD atif sistemi; akademik bir yazinin basliginin nasil belirlenecegi, 6zetinin hangi
bilgileri icermesi gerektigi, anahtar kavramlarin nasil secilecegi, bashiklandirma formatinin na-
sil olmasi gerektigi, icerdigi tablo ve sekillerin nasil olusturulacagi, calismada kullanilan
Arapga, Farsca, Ingilizce ve diger eser adlarinin ve miiellif isimlerinin nasil yazilacagi, tarih ve
yiizyillarin hangi sekilde gosterilecegi, yayin etigi kapsaminda nelere dikkat edilmesi gerektigi,
istifade edilen kaynak eserden dolayli veya dogrudan nasil alint1 yapilacag, atif yapilan kay-
naklarin metin i¢inde veya dipnotta nasil yazilacagi ve kaynak¢anin nasil olusturulacag gibi
akademik yazimla ilgili bilinmesi ve uygulanmasi gerekli tiim kurallar: icermektedir.

Sozliikte “dayanmak, yaslanmak, itimat etmek” manasindaki “sened” kokiinden tiire-
yen isnad, “temellendirmek, dayamak; s6zii sdyleyenine kadar ulastirmak, bir sdziin, bir riva-
yetin gelis yolunu haber vermek, ilk kaynaga kadar gotiirmek” anlamlarina gelmektedir. “S6-
zliniin senedi nedir?” 6rneginde oldugu gibi séziin kaynagim sorgulamak ve belirtmek i¢in kul-
lanilmaktadir. Bu anlamda isnad, akademik yazimda atif veya alinti yapilan kaynag belirtmek
icin gelistirilen atif sistemine, Tiirkiye merkezli yayin yapan ilahiyat alan dergilerinde gdrev
iistlenen editérlerin cogunlugunun (%70,4) karari ile ad olarak segilmistir.
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ISNAD atif sistemi, 2017-2018 yillarinda “Ilahiyat Atif Sistemi” olarak gelistirildi ve ilk
versiyonu 12/03/2018 tarihinde matbu ve online olarak yayinlanarak iicretsiz olarak kullanima
sunuldu. Sistemin Tiirkiye’de ve Tiirk Cumhuriyetlerinde ilahiyat alan dergileri arasinda ilgi
gormesi ve ilahiyat alani disinda da kullanimina dair talepler gelmesi {izerine ISNAD"1n ikinci
versiyonu, tiim sosyal bilimler alaninda kullanilabilecek sekilde gelistirildi ve Eyliil 2018 itibari
ile hizmete sunuldu. ISNAD artik sosyal ve beseri bilimlerin tiim alanlarinda kullanilabilmek-
tedir.

ISNAD atif sistemi, Dr. Abdullah Demir tarafindan Sivas Cumhuriyet Universitesi Rek-
térliigii'nce desteklenen RGD-015 numarali “Ulusal flahiyat Atif Dizini Projesi” kapsaminda, Si-
vas Cumhuriyet Universitesi Dini {limler Uygulama ve Arastirma Merkezi (DIMER) biinyesinde,
akademik yayincilik alaninda uzman 6gretim tiyelerinin ve hakemli dergi edit6rlerinin goriis,
Sneri ve degerlendirmeleri alinarak gelistirildi. Yaygin atif bicimlerinden APA, Amerika Psiko-
loji Dernegi (American Psychology Association) ve Chicago ise Modern Diller Dernegi (Modern
Languages Association) tarafindan gelistirilerek satisa sunulmustur.

ISNAD; Tiirkiye merkezli olarak gelistirilen, kullanima sunuldugu 12/03/2018 tarihin-
den kisa bir siire sonra hakemli akademik dergi ve kitap yaymcilari ile Fakiilte Dekanliklart
(mezuniyet tezlerinin yaziminda) ve Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiisii Miidiirliiklerince (Yiiksek Lisans
ve doktora tezlerinin yaziminda) kullanimi benimsenen, Web of Science EndNote, TUBITAK TR
Dizin ve TUBITAK DergiPark gibi akademik yayincilikla ilgili indeks ve dergi platformlarinca
kaynak gosterme bigimlerinden biri olarak sistem entegrasyonu yapilan, Zotero ve Mendeley
gibi diinya capinda kullamilan kiitiiphane ve referans diizenleme yazilimlarina uygun sablon-
lar1 hazirlanan ve ticretsiz olarak kullanima sunulan ilk ve tek yerli-milli kaynak gésterme sis-
temidir ve bu agidan oldukca 6nem arz etmektedir. Tiirkge'nin bir bilim dili haline gelmesi he-
defleniyorsa, bu hedefe ulasmada, Tiirkce olarak hazirlanan bir bilimsel yazim ve kaynak gés-
terme sisteminin bulunmasi da bir zorunluluktur. Ortadgretim ve iiniversite 6grencilerinin
Tiirkge olarak hazirlanan ve iicretsiz olarak kullanima sunulan ISNAD atif sistemini 6grenme-
leri ve kullanmalari, asli ingilizce olan ve satin alma imkani da elde edemeyecekleri sistemleri
dgrenmelerine kiyasla daha elverislidir ve kolaydir. Tiirkge konusan tilkelerin bilim insanlari-
nin bildiri, makale, kitap, proje ve benzeri bilimsel caligmalarini ISNAD atif sistemini kullana-
rak hazirlamalari, Tiirkgenin ortak bir bilim dili olarak giiclenmesine katki saglayacaktir.

www.isnadsistemi.org
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