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Cultural Criticism in the Poetry of the Kharijites of the Umayyad Period: The Case of al-
Tirimmah Poetry

Abstract: In this research, I focused used the techniques of cultural criticism to examine the poetry of the
Kharijites of the Umayyad period, and specifically, the work of al-Tirimmah for its focus on topics other than
politics and religion. Cultural criticism aims to reveal the hidden messages in text, that is, the messages that
the creator conveys to the recipients indirectly, and which are lost behind the words and between the lines.
Cultural criticism explores an author’s ideology by extracting the deeper meanings from the text. It generally
includes studies of style and rhetoric and draws on psychological analysis of literature. It uncovers the social
and political background of the author and the text and tries to extract the linguistic indicators, religious,
moral, political or cultural, then analyzes them to demonstrate how they influence the recipients. While
cultural criticism is concerned with the text it is also concerned with the author and the audience, because
it is together that they construct meaning. The concept of cultural criticism is an important critical
methodology in contemporary Arab critical studies, and it has occupied a distinguished position in the
critical milieu for more than two decades. There has been much talk in recent decades about the extent to
which modern critical approaches are able to study ancient Arabic poetry with its tools. This study wanted
to prove that we can study ancient literary heritage with modern critical tools. al-Tirimmah was an Umayyad
poet, who belonged to the Kharijite sect and used to celebrate it in his poems. He was a public voice for the
group at that time. In the Umayyad era, intellectual life flourished remarkably, and this was reflected in
literature and poetry, but at the same time, the political situation in the Umayyad state was like a quiet static
volcano, but it could explode at any moment. The Kharijites were a religious sect, and they were known for
fighting religious wars. As for al-Tirimmah, he was a highly skilled poet and an eloquent orator. He was given
the name al-Tirimmah because he always held his head proudly. Although he was one of the most famous
poets of the Kharijites, he did not speak directly about their religious and political ideas. As for the poetry of
al-Tirimmah, we do not find the kind words and gentle feelings that the Kharijite literature was famous for,
and we find only a little religious and political poetry. The poet relied on sending hidden messages in his
poems and communicating his ideas with two things: first, pride in himself, his tribe, and the religious group
whose ideas he adopted, and second, reminding the Umayyad authority of the importance of the Kharijites
and their assistance to the Umayyad authority to establish the pillars of the caliphate. al-Tirimmah felt
injustice and lack of appreciation and that he did not get what he deserved, as he is a glorious poet, so the
topic of self-pride abounded in his poems. He relied on the method of argumentation and logical discussions,
and the use of strong words and expressions in his poetry, in line with the spirit of the Umayyad era in which
he lived, and his desire to prove himself. From what we reach at the end of this research, the poetry of the
Kharijites is full of hidden cultural gestures. And studies that are concerned with the structure of texts were
able to prove their ability to extract the sources of literary and artistic beauty in ancient Arabic poetry and
prose.

Keywords: Arabic Language and Rhetoric, Cultural Criticism, Umayyad Period, Kharijite Poetry, al-Tirimmah.
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Emevi Dénemi Hariciler Siirinde Kiiltiirel Elestiri: Tinmmah’in Siiri Ornegi

Oz: Kiiltiirel elestiri, edebi metindeki gizli mesajlar, yani sairin dolayli yoldan muhataplara iletmek istedigi
mesajlar1 ortaya ¢ikarmayr amaglar. Bu mesajlar kelimelerin arka planinda ve satir aralarinda gizlidir.
Kiilttrel elestiri ister diizyazi ister siir olsun, edebi metindeki gizli mesajlar1 okumakla ilgilenir, metnin
yazarinin ideolojisini ve gizli niyetlerini arastirir ve metindeki derin anlamlari ortaya ¢ikarir. Kiiltiirel elestiri
genel olarak, lislup ve belagat calismalari ve edebiyatin psikolojik analizi ile igbirligi yapar. Yazarin ve metnin
sosyal ve politik arka plamini da okur. Incelenen metinde yer alan dinsel, ahlaki, siyasal ya da kiiltiirel
olabilecek dilsel gdstergeleri ¢ikarmaya calisir, sonrasinda bu gostergeleri analiz eder ve muhataplar
tizerindeki etkilerini gdsterir. Kiiltiirel elestiri, {izerinde ¢alisilan metinle ilgilendigi gibi aym zamanda
yazarla ve muhatapla da ilgilenir. Ciinkii anlami olusturan {i¢ unsur metin, yazar ve muhataptir. Dolayisiyla
en az metin kadar yazar ve muhatabin da incelenmesi gerekir. Bu nedenle, kiiltiirel elestiri entelektiiel,
sosyal, ideolojik bir elestiri olarak kabul edilir. Kiiltiirel elestiri kavrami, cagdas Arap elestirel calismalarinda
Snemli bir elestiri metodudur ve yirmi yili askin bir siiredir seckin bir konuma sahiptir. Sosyal medyanin
olmadigi dénemlerde siir bir medya araci olarak kullanilmaktaydi. Kendi mesajlarini diger insanlara
ulastiracak olan bir saire sahip olmak, her grup icin 6viinme sebebiydi. Bu ¢alismada Harici mezhebine
mensup olan ve mezhebinin doktrinlerini ve mesajini diger gruplara duyurmayi hedef edinen Tirimmah'in
siirlerini inceledim. Bununla birlikte Emeviler dénemindeki Haricilerin siirlerindeki kiiltiirel referanslari ve
gostergeleri de ele aldim. Tirimmah’mn siirlerini tercih etmemin nedeni siyasi siirin kiiltiirel inceleme ve
analizlere ¢ok uygun olmasidir. Bu arastirmada, Tirirmmah'in siirleri yorumlanacak ve kiiltiirel elestiri
yaklasimina gore incelenecektir. Tirnmmah kendisiyle, siiriyle, kabilesiyle, mezhebiyle ve ailesiyle fazlasiyla
gurur duyuyordu. Bu nedenle onun siirlerinde gurur konusu ¢okga yer almistir. Ayrica Emeviler devrinde
hiikiim siiren kiiltiirden etkilendigi icin ve bilhassa degerini ispat etmeye istekli olmasindan dolay:
siirlerinde muhakeme ve mantiki miinazara yéntemini tercih etmis, bu yiizden siirlerinde mantiga dayali
gliclii ifadelere yer vermistir. Emeviler dsneminde fikri hayat dikkat cekici bir sekilde gelismis ve bu durum
edebiyata ve siire yansimistir. Ancak ayni zamanda Emevi devletindeki siyasi durum her an patlamaya hazir
sessiz bir volkan gibiydi. Bu yiizden Emeviler dénemi siyasi anlamda sorunlu bir dénemdi. Bu dénemde dini
ve siyasi bir grup olan Hariciler, din meselelerini abartmalari ile taninirlardi. Bu arastirmanin konusu olan
Tirimmah’in siirlerinde de bu abartinin etkileri gériilmektedir. Arastirmanin sonunda ulastigimiz en 6nemli
sonuglardan biri Haricilerin siirlerinin gizli kiiltiirel mesajlarla ve isaretlerle dolu oldugudur. Bununla
birlikte bu ¢alismada Harici edebiyatinda meshur olan nazik s6zler ve duygusal ifadelerin Tirimmah'in
siirinde ¢okca yer almadig tespit edildi. Yine Tirimméah Harici edebiyatinda sikga rastlanan dini ve siyasi
siirlere ¢okga yer vermemistir. Sair, siirlerinde fikirlerini yaymak ve siirleri araciliiyla gizli mesajlar
gondermek igin iki yol benimsemistir: Oncelikle Tirrmmah kendisiyle, kabilesiyle ve fikirlerini benimsedigi
dini grupla oldukga gurur duymus ve bunu siirlerinde cokca gdstermistir. ikinci olarak ise Emevi hilafetinin
temellerinin atilmasinda Haricilerin oynadig1 rolii hatirlatmaya calismistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler; Arap Dili ve Belagat, Kiiltiir Elestirisi, Emevi Ddnemi, Harici Ddneminde Siir, Tirimmah.
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